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Heritage provides bilingual upbringing 

By Laura Marsh 

When she was growing up, 
Hyrma Zakahi's family was one 
of two families of different races 
in Pierre. Her 
mother is Mexican, 
and her father is 
Okinawan/Hawai­
ian. They niet in 
Sioux Falls while he 
was training for 
medical school. 

Zakahi grew up 
speaking both En­
glish and Spanish. 
Until she was in kindergarten, she 
didn't realize that most students 
only had one name for their 
household items. 

"I dido 't realize that they 
wouldn't understand me ifl spoke 
in Spanish. I didn't even realize 
I was speaking another lan­
guage," Zakahi said. 

Until elementary school, she'd 
never tried things like macaroni 

Bridging the gap 

and cheese or goulash and didn't 
have all of the breads and pota­
toes that were served at St. 
Joseph's Elementary School. She 
grew up on tortillas and rice. 

Zakahi said the 
Mexican side of her 
family is very Catho­
lic, and celebrated 
Christmas with a 20 
foot wide nativity. 
The baby Jesus 
wasn't placed in the 
manger until Christ­
mas Eve. 

They also cel­
ebrated the Epiphany on January 
6 and the Mexican Independence 
Day on September 16. 

Even though her family was 
alone as far as race is concerned 
in Pierre, Zakahi said she never 
felt left out or different. 

" I  never felt ethnically differ­
ent because we were the only 
ones. You can't be a minority of 
five," Zakahi said. 

Recognition, communication 

important in overcoming racism 

By BryAnn Becker 

In math and science class, 
answers are usually black and 
white. Rules can be followed 
and solutions can be found. In 
real life, however, answers may 
be unclear. 

Joanne Beare believes these 
unclear items in life cause dis­
crimination. 

"People fear the unknown. 
That's why there's racism. They 
don't get to know their broth­
ers and sisters," she said. 

Beare, the Indian Education 
Programs Counselor Coordina­
tor, works with K-12 graders in 
the six schools the Pierre School 
District. She provides student 
services and a counseling and 
tutoring program. 

Beare, a Lakota Native 
American, said people should 
become acquainted with their 
neighbors. 

" I think it's very important 
for them to develop a bridge to 
bring those things together," she 
said. 

Bridging the gap for Beare 
means bringing help to Native 
Americans students. 

318 Native Americans stu­
dents attend Pierre Public 
Schools; sixty of these currently 

attend Riggs. 
Beare said Native Americans 

have the highest drop-out rate in 
the United States. 

In order to honor those stu­
dents who do graduate, an incen­
tive progam began in 1990 in the 
Pierre area. Students receive spe­
cially made star quilts at a pow­
wow usually held in May. 

" We want to recognize that ac­
complishment," she said. 

Beare would like to see more 
Native Americans take part in ex­
tracurricular activities. 

"Students have voiced to me 
that they feel they had to be from 
a predominant family in order to 
succeed," she said. 

She said that while the students 
may be wrong in their thoughts, 
this opinion keeps them from par­
ticipating in sports. 

"But if they're encouraged to 
do it, they'd participate," Beare 
said. 

Beare said that younger stu­
dents need to have students they 
can look up to and see participat­
ing in these extra-curricular activi­
ties. 

Beare also said it is important 
to try to incorporate the Native 
American heritage into schools to 
increase awareness. 
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Native American dancer Jackie Bird performs for a Native American Day 

program at the Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. 

" I  think that some of our Na­
tive American students need more 
recognition in the school system," 
she said. 

People need to be aware of the 
differences among people, she 
said. 

"I think that they should under­
stand diversity," Beare said. 

She said South Dakotans typi­
cally see the skin differences be­
tween people but don't form rela­
tionships. 

Beare said that people need to 
realize the similiarities between 
people rather than the differences. 

"There are so many people you 

can get to know. They're so 
many cultures to learn about," 
she said. 

First, a relationship should be 
formed and then people can be­
come acquainted. Beare said the 
importance of this applies to all 
races of people. 

Beare stressed the impor­
tance of her identity as a Native 
American. 

"I'm very proud of my self­
i den ti ty because we're 
indigneous. It's a self-image, I 
think, for any other Native 
American," she said. 

Native American 

student enjoys 
traditional dancing 
By BryAnn Becker 

Melanie Steely 
likes to follow in her 
father's footsteps. 
Steely started dancing 
at powwows when she 
was young when en­
couraged by her father, 
who also used to dance. 

"It's just like any other tradition. You do 
it out of respect of those who have gone be­
fore you," Steely said. 

Steely said the powwows take place 
throughout the summer at reservations across 
South Dakota. 

Steely, a Standing Rock Lakota, respects 
her ancestors and their shared traditions. 

"I do take pride in my heritage because 
of my grandmother who I didn't know," she 
said. 

Steely said the knowledge of her grand­
mother gives her motivation to continue 
dancing. 

"I want to keep the tradition alive," she 
said. 

Steely, however, doesn't feel like people 
treat her different because of her heritage. 

"Discrimination is not so much evident 
here in South Dakota, but in other places I've 
had to deal with it. In larger cities, when I'm 
with my parents, especially with my mom 
because my mom is white and my dad is na­
tive, it's looked down upon," she said. 












